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I hope you all had a restful and healthy half term break. I sincerely hope that you all remained safe and your properties 

and belongings remained intact in the recent winds. This week has been a whirlwind of activity and learning. As a result, 

there’s so much to share and I hope you enjoy finding out about what’s been happening.  

 

In school… 

 

Miss Barrett says… 

This week, EYFS have been reading Fairy Tale Pets by Tracey Corderoy. As well as loving the book, we were thrilled to 

be able to meet her virtually yesterday, part of World Book Day. Of course, we loved dressing up and talking about 

our favourite books and stories. As well as World Book Day, we’ve been noticing patterns in our environment. We’ve 

also had a great time investigating and played in the new garden centre in Penguin Class. We’ve been shopkeepers, 

paying customers or even just browsing! We’ve been building on our understanding of words, phonics and reading by 

clapping syllables in our names, finding words that start with the same initial sound and finding words that rhyme. In 

summary…it’s been a busy start to the half term! 

 

Mr Bonner says… 

Year 1 have been on the very first trip at school! They were delighted to embark on the coach and visit Milestones 

museum where they delved deep into history. Trying on old-fashioned clothes, discovering what the world used to 

look like and enjoying a trip to a sweet shop creating memories that the children will treasure. 

Year 2 have been sewing and creating fabric patterns after inspired by the artist El Anatsui. By studying his work, they 

have created designs and cut out fabric to practise their threading and needle skills. They are now looking at various 

architects and discovering the properties of materials to work out which materials are suited best for different purposes. 

 

Miss Denham says… 

It has been a busy week in the Year 3 and 4 corridor with the children enjoying their 

launch days to start their new topics. In Year 3, the children have started their Ancient 

Egyptians topic. To learn about the mummifying process, the children have 

mummified tomatoes, using salt and wrapped them in tin foil. They explored 

Tutankhamun’s tomb, taking pictures of the artefacts and hieroglyphics within. In 

class, they had a virtual visit from Cleopatra about whom they are writing a biography. 

Cleopatra talked about life as an Egyptian and the children loved asking questions to 

find out more. In Year 4, the children have begun learning about the Ancient Maya. 

They used their geography knowledge to locate the area where the Ancient Maya 

lived and plotted several of their city states on a map. They learnt about the Mayan 

calendar and created their own. It was great to see the children working out the 

Maya number system from 0-20. Later, we put them back in the Learning Pit with 

bigger Mayan numbers, but they were able to make links to their knowledge of 

place value and were soon Mayan number masters. The children found about the 

Mayan writing system and created glyphs for their own names.   

 

Miss Meads says… 

Upper Key Stage 2 have had a fabulous start to the half term with both year groups 

launching their new topics with exciting topic days! 

In Year 5, they have been keen geographers learning all about the countries of the world, focusing on where they 

could be found on a world map and what it would be like in each of these places. This has been a brilliant starting 

point for their India topic. As part of this topic, the children have also looked at a range of Indian patterns, which 

they then took inspiration from, in order to make their own tie dye t-shirts. They all look amazing! 



In Year 6, the children have thrown themselves into their new topic ‘The Groovy Greeks’ by sampling a range of 

Greek foods. The bread, yoghurt and honey was well received but the olives and figs did not go down so well! As 

well as this, the Year 6 children have learnt about Greek architecture and Greek theatre. From this, they have created 

beautiful pastel and charcoal drawings of columns and expressive masks similar to the ones they would have used in 

Ancient Greece. Finally, the children experienced what it would be like to be a Greek athlete, competing in discus, 

javelin and sprinting trials! 

 

Sunflower Day… 

As we shared earlier in the week, we are having a Sunflower Day on Tuesday 8th March to show our support for the 

Ukraine during this horrific time as the sunflower is their national flower. On this day the children will be learning about 

the sunflower and will take part in arts and crafts based around this. The planting of sunflowers will be delayed until 

April when they are more likely to be successful. The day will focus on support and peace linking with our values of 

love and courage, opposed to war. In collaboration with the Whitewater and Bishopswood schools, we are supporting 

the charity Sunflower of Peace. They provide first aid medical tactical backpacks for the areas most effected. Each 

backpack will be used in the areas most impacted by the conflict and has the ability to save up to 10 lives. We have 

set up a link on SCOPay, called Ukraine donations, where you can donate. It would be great if we can raise a good 

amount of money which will help save lives. We thank you for any donations received. 

 

World Book Day… 

It was wonderful to see all the children taking part in the World Book Day activities and many of the children enjoyed 

dressing up. The activities varied from year group to year group but included sharing stories, children sharing their 

favourite books with their classmates, book quizzes and children redesigning book covers for a book they enjoy. The 

highlight for many of the children were the virtual author visits. They were particularly excited as they have been 

completing English and reading work in class based on books by the authors.   

In Year 1 and 2, the children were virtually visited by Tracey Corderoy. The children were really engaged and Tracey 

read two of her books, one from the Shifty McGifty series and one from The Grunt and the Grouch series both of which 

they found very funny. Tracey shared with them some tips on creating great characters and showed the children where 

she writes her books.   

In Year 3 and 4, the children had a visit from author and illustrator Tom McLaughlin. Tom discussed how he became 

an author and how because of his dyslexia it wasn’t a career he initially thought of. He showed us his wonderful 

illustrations and read an extract from You’ve Been Were-Wolfed. The children were then able to draw Dylan the main 

character along with Tom.   

In Year 5 and 6 they had a visit from Ele Fountain. The children loved Ele’s talk as it gave them an insight into the 

publishing process and the range of people and jobs involved. Ele discussed the role of editors and this made the 

editing process for their own writing more purposeful and gave the skills they learn a real world context. They also 

loved finding out about Ele’s research and she shared fun facts about the Arctic. 

 

Parents’ Evening… 

This is a valuable time to talk with your child’s classteacher to hear about how well they are doing in their learning, 

find out how you can support them at home and share any concerns you may have. All of this contributes to ensuring 

your child thrives at Bramley. Please remember to book your Parent’s Evening appointments on Tuesday 15th March 

or Thursday 17th March. 

 

School Hours and Lateness 

Now that things are returning to “normal” we would like to take this opportunity to confirm timings for the school 

mornings.  Classroom doors open at 8.30am and close 8.40am for registration at 8.45am. If you are late, or arrive at 

your classroom door and it is closed, please report to the school office to sign in and order lunch, if required.  This will 

result in a late code being entered onto the register. We do now expect children to arrive at school on time. Persistent 

lateness can be disruptive to learning and can result in a fine being issued. 

  

Finally, we hope your children have enjoyed returning to school this week. It’s been a week of great fun and lots of 

laughter and learning. There’s always lots to do and we have an action packed 5 weeks ahead of us.  

 

 



I hope you all have a restful weekend and we look forward to welcoming you all back into our school during parents’ 

evenings in a couple of weeks. 

 

Take care   

 

Mr Steve Moore 

Executive Head of School 

 

 

Key Dates 

 

08.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

10.03.22 Residential Information Meeting for current year 4 parents 

 

15.03.22 
Year 5 Swimming 

Parent Consultations 

17.03.22 Parent Consultations 

 

22.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

 

29.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

 

05.04.22 Year 5 Swimming 

06.04.22 Easter Service 

08.04.22 INSET DAY 

 

25.04.22 Back to school after Easter break 

05.05.22 Polling day 

06.06.22 INSET DAY 

01.09.22 INSET DAY 

02.09.22 INSET DAY 

 

 

 

 


